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SMOOTH TALK 
  San Diego Smooth Dancers, Inc. 

   “Bringing Ballroom to our Community” 

NSD Convention Update  

and 2028 Bid 

Frank Lacson 

It was a great joy seeing NSD 

members throughout the state 
(and beyond) at this year’s NSD 

Convention in San Francisco. The 
venue was very convenient to get 
to, with an airport shuttle that 

drove us 5 minutes to the San 
Francisco Marriott. The organizers, 

the Golden Gate Chapter,            
co-chaired by Dan and Amy  
Ansaldi, did a great job putting together 

the 3-day event over Labor Day Weekend. 
This issue will focus a lot on the Conven-
tion happenings and I’m sure there will be 

lots of pictures, testimonials, and updates. 

For those who have not yet attended an 
NSD Convention, I tell people that it’s a    
3-day dance party with about 15 hours 

daily of social dancing, great food,      
competitions, showcases, and fellowship. 
Each night, a chapter hosts a hospitality: 

there was pizza, sandwiches, snacks,   
desserts (some homemade), and soft (and 

hard) drinks – something for everyone. 

Convention is also a venue for each of 

the chapters to talk through some of the 
issues that are facing their local clubs and 
it provides an opportunity for chapters to 

share best practices and lessons learned. 

During this weekend, we held a special 
motion on whether to bid for the NSD 
2028 Convention. Each of the chapters 

take turns holding the Convention and 

with the Los Angeles Chapter becoming 
dormant, it was San Diego’s turn in 2028. 

The motion passed unanimously, with all 
attendees supporting our bid for 
NSD 2028. It was a good time to 

talk with each person about the 
risks and opportunities for    
hosting such a large event. 

    Although 2028 seems far away, 

it’ll be here before we know it! 
Stay tuned at the next general 
meeting for the steps we need to 

take to get started. 

     It is a great opportunity for 

members who have not yet experienced an 
NSD Convention to truly enjoy what this 

club is about. We will need volunteers for 
all sorts of roles, who will be happy to put 
their energy, time, and skills into good 

work! 

Now that we’re back from Convention, 

let’s finish off the year strong – our final 
Dance Class series starting in October    

provides a great opportunity for dance 
class members to showcase what they’ve 
learned in the December Showcase.   

Without a centralized social chair, the   
responsibilities of the hosting our socials 
falls upon the membership – let’s continue 

to work together to hold a great event for 
the October, November, and December  

socials. 

frank 

frank.c.lacson@outlook.com 

(217) 390-0290 



 

October 2025  Page 2 of 12   

Golden Gate Coronation! 

Queen Alicia Quintera-Alexander 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I’m so honored to have represented San 
Diego at the Golden Gate Convention! 
What a fabulous weekend in San Francis-

co! The National Smooth Dancers Conven-
tion, hosted by the Golden Gate Chapter, 

was extra special as the chapter was      
celebrating its 75th Diamond Jubilee Anni-
versary! The 3-day weekend festivities 

started Friday evening with the theme, 
"Shine Bright like a Diamond." Dancers 

were on the dance floor dressed in neon 
colors for an 80's party. The metallic neon 
lights and colors added some fun to start 

the weekend off dancing.  

Dancing continued Saturday with      
another theme favorite, "Hawaiian Luau." 

This colorful event displayed tropical colors 
from the islands and the dance floor was 

adorned with colorful flowers. It was so 
much fun seeing the dancers wearing those 
wonderful Hawaiian outfits. This theme is 

my personal favorite. 

Festivities continued Saturday evening 

with a gala and coronation to crown our  
new NSD State Queen, Queen Vera. What a 
phenomenal night, with sparkle and       

elegance. Lots of diamonds shined follow-
ing the theme, "Diamonds Are Forever." 
Congratulations to State Queen Vera and 

Golden Gate for this fantastic and glamor-
ous event!  

Sunday morning festivities started with 
a champagne brunch prior to the elegant 
and sparkling Crown Circle meeting.  All 

the Queens met at this exclusive event 
where everyone was adorned with sparkle 

and glamour. The theme for this celebra-

tion was, "Diamonds Are The Queen's Best 
Friend." We enjoyed a luncheon with a fun 

game that included purchasing gems from 
the most exclusive jewelry collection from 
exclusive Golden Gate jewelry designers. It 

was such a fun and entertaining experi-
ence. All the queens loved purchasing   
jewelry and unique pieces from the vaults 

of Golden Gate. A Queen's personal favor-
ite!  Who doesn't like sparkles and jewelry?  

The celebration continued with Sunday 
afternoon's theme, "Mystery of the Pink 
Panther Diamond Heist." This was a fun 

representation with the mischievous Pink 
Panther characters and a team of thieves 

creating a fun story bringing memories 
back from the popular cartoon series.  
Sunday evening's theme was "Denim and 

Diamonds," where sparkly diamonds met 
country denim. Boots, hats, denim and 
sparkly diamonds shimmered on the dance 

floor. Music, dance, camaraderie and 
friendships created memories for years 

to come.  

Festivities concluded Monday with a 
fabulous breakfast! Thank you, Golden 

Gate Smooth Dancers, for a fantastic week-
end! Thank you for the memories and the 
glamorous event! There is more! I would be 

remiss if I didn't mention Fresno  Chapter's 
convention presentation: "Around the 

World in 4 Days." It was a fun-filled,      
captivating presentation with intricate  
outfits from India, Mexico and Argentina, 

and exotic animals from Africa. It was an 
intriguing presentation that captivated and 

entertained the audience. 
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EVENT 1st Place 2ndPlace 3rdPlace 

Senior ChaCha 
26 

KellyKimmitt (PAL} 
Alice Clary(PAL} 

11 
BillFujikawa (PAL} 
Ann Mauro (PAL} 

14 
Paul Storey(VIS) 

Linda Guttierrez 
(VIS) 

  11 30 31 

OneStarAmerican 
Rhythm 

BillFujikawa (PAL} Paul Storey(VIS) 
Jesus Quinene 

(PAL} 

  Ann Mauro (PAL} Laura Encinas (VIS) 
Antonia Quinene 

(PAL} 

  13 12 11 

Two StarAmerican GregUichanco (VIS) Paul Storey(VIS) BillFujikawa (PAL} 

Rhythm 
BabaraUichanco 

(VIS) 
SallyBailey(VIS) Ann Mauro (PAL} 

  32 13 24 

ThreeStarAmerican lgorTilinin (GG) GregUichanco (VIS) AmanteReyes (SD) 

Rhythm NadiaTilinin (GG) 
BarbaraUichanco 

(VIS) 
JiKenworthy(SD) 

  15 32 27 

Three Star Interna-
tional Latin 

Roberto Espana 
(FRE) 

lgorTilinin (GG) JayHuff (SD) 

  RuthLlorente (FRE) NadiaTilinin (GG) Susan David (SD) 

  23 22 11 

SeniorWaltz 
TrevorRobinson 

(SFV) 
John Guttierrez 

(VIS) 
BillFujikawa (PAL} 

  
Joan Robinson 

(SFV) 
MargaretMoholt (VIS) Ann Mauro (PAL} 

  11 21 31 

OneStarAmerican 
Smooth BillFujikawa (PAL} 

Ken Silber (BRK) Jesus Quinene 
(PAL} 

Ann Mauro (PAL} Debi Cadena(BRK} Antonia Quinene 
(PAL} 

  34 27 20 

Two Star International 
Standard 

Martin Freihofer 
(SD) 

JiKenworthy(SD) 

JayHuff (SD) 
Susan David (SD) 

Henry Wegermann
(FRE)

CindyWegermann 
(FRE) 

  35 28 18 

ThreeStarAmerican 
Smooth 

FrankLacson (SD) 
JenniferLacson 

(SD) 

StevePeterson 
(BAK} 

RosePerterson 
(BAK} 

AmanteReyes (SD) 
Susan David (SD) 

  
15 35 34 

Four StarAmerican 
Smooth 

Roberto Espana 
RuthLlorente (FRE) 

FrankLacson (SD) 
JenniferLacson 

(SD) 

Martin Freihofer 
JiKenworthy(SD) 

Golden Gate Convention 2025 

Competition Results 
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Welcome Back! 

Chuck DiSessa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
After a brief respite during the month of 

September, dance classes by the San Diego 
Smooth Dancers, Inc., resume in October 
with Carrie Kloss at the helm. 

Instruction in the Quickstep will take 
place at 4 p.m., followed by the beautiful 

Bolero at 5 p.m. (The cost is still only 
$10.00/class hour.) 

As usual, these Intermediate level    

classes are open to anyone who has had 
instruction in the basics and wants to  

continue to learn and grow. You will     
continue to receive good, quali-
ty choreography with excellent technique. 

In fact, we encourage rotating partners 
throughout the hour to improve 
your learning experience. 

In addition, we provide an open and free 

practice hour at 6 p.m. for anyone who 

would welcome additional help. Our   
members are willing to serve you and     

assist you with your continued growth in 
ballroom dancing.  (Please feel free to avail 
yourself of this free hour of service.) 

In mid-November, sign-up sheets will be 
available for anyone who wants to perform 
any of these group dances at our December 

social.  A special practice time will be set in 
November for anyone interested in being a 

part of the group performance. If you need 
a partner, we will try to hook you up with 
one. 

 Meanwhile, you will still receive good, 
quality instruction through the October 

and November classes even if you         
never perform. 

BTW—I look forward to seeing all of you 

at the registration desk in October as my 
health issues are much less of a concern 
now. 

My deepest thanks to Frank and Cathy 
who managed beautifully during my       

absence; and, my deepest thanks to all of 
you for your continued participation and 
commitment to our dance classes. 

Stay well and "keep on dancin' ". 

Sincerely yours for better dancing, 

Chuck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exciting news for our San Diego Chapter!  Jennifer Lacson has been selected to        
represent the chapter as our new Queen for 2025.  Jennifer will be escorted by husband 

Frank as she travels around the state to participate in chapter coronations throughout 
NSD. 

Lou Reyes 

2022 SDSD State Queen 

San Diego Crown Circle Update—We Will Have a Queen! 
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Nominations are in for 

KRUH 2025! 
Angela Martsolf 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Nominations closed for the 2025 KRUH Award 

The Kay Ryan Unsung Hero Award was established by Al Folkman to honor our late 
member, Kay Ryan, for her long-time commitment and dedication to the San Diego 

Smooth Dancers. This award is presented annually to recognize a member of San Diego 
Smooth Dancers who—like Kay herself—has done outstanding work for the club, primarily 
behind the scenes. 

Any San Diego Smooth Dancers member may nominate any other member for this 
award. Nomination letters should be submitted in writing to Angela Martsolf at                                          

worthyidea@gmail.com and must include the reasons for the nomination. 

Nominations will be accepted until August 25, 2025, for a candidate’s service to the 
club covering their service across all their years of membership. 

Please limit your letter to one page, if possible. You may nominate multiple              
candidates; however, please submit one candidate per nomination letter.  Nominations will 

close on August 25, 2025. 

The nominating letters will all be published in the September 2025 edition of Smooth 
Talk. Candidates will be voted   upon during the general meeting in October 2025. The 

KRUH Award will be presented to the winner at the Anniversary Dance Social on           
November 1, 2025. 

The previous recipients of the KRUH Award are: 

Mark Chapman  2024 

Cynthia Perry   2023 

Al Folkman    2022 

Rose Madrid   2021 

Dave Saul    2020 

 
Please send your nomination letter via email to:  

Angela Martsolf, worthyidea@gmail.com 
 
Deadline: August 25, 2025 



 

October 2025  Page 8 of 12   

KRUH Nomination Letters 

I nominate Chuck DiSessa for the Kay Ryan Unsung Hero Award. Chuck is instrumen-
tal in our SDSD weekly dance classes and performance activities for the classes.  Chuck 

has been an active member in the SDSD chapter since October 1978 and was selected as 
a Lifetime Member in 2013. The epitome of a San Diego Smooth Dancer, he is a talented 
dancer and performer, and graciously gives his time to help others improve their dancing.  

Chuck’s love for the chapter has kept him involved in many ways. Here are some        
highlights of his contributions to our organization and his long-held devotion to the SDSD 

and National Smooth Dancers.  
  
SDSD Dance Class Chair: Chuck has served as the Dance Class chair for 16 years: 

2004-2016 and 2021-2025 (currently). He determines American Smooth and International 
Standard dance classes to be offered each year and arranges for talented professional 
dance instructors.  He faithfully registers and collects fees from students at the weekly 

classes and provides dance class reports for the monthly Smooth Talk. 
 

Other Leadership Roles:  Chuck served two terms as President of SDSD, in 1992 and 
1993. He served two terms as Vice President, 1996 & 1997. Chuck was awarded the   
prestigious NSD President’s Gavel Club Award for outstanding Service in 2007. Additional-

ly, he served on the NSD Dance Rules Committee in 2015 & 2016, helping determine     
requirements for the sanctioned dance competitions.  He also served on the NSD Board of 

Directors and the Board of Delegates and was Chairman of the Board of Delegates.   
  
Dance Competitions and Performing: Chuck has competed in numerous NSD dance 

competitions and in 1986 placed first with Martha Bale in the 3-star Rhythm and 3-star 
American Smooth competitions.  He performs in all the Bakersfield and NSD Convention 
group dance competitions as well as SDSD group performances. He has performed in    

numerous showcases, at NSD and SDSD socials.  He performed with Cathy O’Harra at the 
club’s 50th anniversary to “All That Jazz”. Chuck and Cathy have also delighted their    

audience with “Santa Baby”, “Baby it’s Cold Outside”,” It Had to Be You”, “Singing in the 
Rain”, and others. Chuck also performed in the San Diego Senior Follies. Chuck has   
hosted numerous SDSD dance socials and is noted for his delicious meatballs. He regular-

ly supports the SDSD socials and has served as emcee for various chapters and social 
events.  

   
Chuck’s dedicated service to the SDSD for nearly 47 years makes him most deserving 

of the Kay Ryan Unsung Hero Award.  

________________________________________________ 

I'd like to nominate Chuck DiSessa. He's been a dedicated member of SDSD for more 
than 40 years. He arrives early and helps set up. He has been Dance Class Chairman for 

many years, organizing the lessons, seeing everything runs smoothly, and staying late to 
make sure everything is left in order and locked up. He's always happy to MC at socials 

when asked. He is a true ambassador for the club and deserves the KRUH Award! 
________________________________________________ 

I am honored to nominate Chuck DiSessa for the Kay Ryan Unsung Hero Award. I had 

a tough choice between a few others, but this year, it is Chuck! 
________________________________________________ 

Nominating letters submitted by Cindy Perry, Ione Bauman and Susan David 
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Photos:  Alicia Q. Alexander, Amante Reyes, Judy Miranda 

October Birthdays 

There will be no General Meeting in September 

We would like to send out a huge 

“Thank you!” to Greg Alexander, who 
creates the flyers that we use regularly in 
our newsletter to keep our readers      

informed of current events.   

Every month, Greg also posts Smooth 
Talk to our website, which he maintains. 

  Editorial Board 

  Mark Chapman  619-213-9119 

  Amante Reyes   619-829-9949 

     

Smooth Talk is a members’ service and     
resource:  all SDSD members are encouraged 
to submit ballroom-related items for inclusion 

in the newsletter.   

Any articles not credited are by the editor.  

Please send proposed articles, photos, and 

corrections for missed birthdays to:   

 amante2540@att.net 

 mcchapman88@gmail.com 

If you move, your email changes or you’re 
not receiving Smooth Talk, please contact  

Mark Chapman or Amante Reyes to update 
your subscriber information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alicia Quintero-Alexander 10/2 

Greg Alexander 10/9 

Marilyn Lewis 10/18 

Elizabeth Tarnove 10/29 

Mark Your Calendars!  

Dear Dancer,  

Mark your calendars! The next San   
Diego Smooth Dancers class begins in two 

weeks on October 5th, featuring Quickstep 
at 4 p.m. and Bolero at 5 p.m.  

There will be performance opportuni-

ties. If you would like to perform either or 
both of these dances come on out in     

October and join these great classes with 
a great instructor!  

Greg Alexander 
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